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Nov 11 —The US Supreme 
Court has agreed to hear 
appeals by detainees from 
the Afghan war held at the 
Guantanamo Bay camp in 
Cuba For the first time, the 
court will assess whether 
US courts have the 
jurisdiction to consider 
appeals made on behalf of 
inmates held at the camp 

The appeals have been 
lodged by lawyers for 16 
detainees, claiming that 
they are being held 
illegally The BBC's 
correspondent in 

Washington, Rob Watson, 
says the review will be very 
limited in its nature He 
says the justices will be 
looking at whether the 
inmates' detentions are any 
business of the US legal 


system. The Bush 
administration says the- 
detainees are not US 
citizens, nor are they being 
held on US soil, so they are 
not protected by laws 
relating to prisoners of war 

In March, the US Court of 
Appeals for the District of 
Columbia rejected a lawsuit 
claiming the detainees were 
under de facto US control, 
even though the 


Guantanamo camp is on 
Cuban territory leased to 
the US If the appeal is 
successful, the case will be 
referred back to the District 
of Columbia court, which 
will consider whether the 
detainees are being held 
illegally 

Lawyers appealing on 
behalf of two Britons - 
Shafiq Rasool and Asif 
Iqbal - held at the camp 
welcomed the Supreme 
Court's move. 

"This is without a doubt the 
most encouraging news 
they will have had - if they 
can ever be privy to it - 
since their detention began 
nearly two years ago," said 
lawyer Steven Watt, "We're 
absolutely delighted," he 
said 


Nov 11 --At least one 
person has been reported 
seriously injured after a 
suspected car bomb 
exploded near UN offices 
in the southern Afghan 
city of Kandahar. 

The blast is said to have 


damaged windows and 
barriers around the 
building, but UN staff 
were not hurt. 

The injured man was an 
Afghan passerby, an 
eyewitness told the AP 


news agency. 

Kandahar is the spiritual 
home of the hardline 
Islamic Taleban 

movement, which ruled 
Afghanistan until a US- 
led war there in 2001. 


Nov I I—VO A - A leading 
renegade commander in 
Afghanistan says the 
insurgency against the 
transitional government and 
its coalition allies is 
entering a "crucial stage," 
as the country marks its 
second year since the fall of 
the hard-line Taleban 
regime The statement 
comes amid allegations that 
the Afghan government has 
lost control over parts of 
the country' 

In a signed statement sent 
to local media on Monday, 
rebel commander 

Gulbuddin Hekmatyar 
dismisses the Afghan 
transition government as a 
puppet of the United States, 
and says efforts to adopt a 
new constitution are 

meaningless 

Hekmatyar, who served as 
Afghanistan's prime 

minister before the rise of 
the strictly religious 
Taleban, has joined 

Taleban remnants in armed 
opposition to the current 
government The United 
States has classified him as 
a terrorist. 

The statement, which 
observes say is genuine. 


Nov I 1" 
Afghanistan 
US. forces 
militant in 
Afghanistan 


BAGRAM, 
(Reuters) 
killed one 
northeastern 
during an 


operation against Islamic 
guerrillas they described 
Tuesday as one of the 
hardest they have yet 
undertaken in the country. 

Nearly two years to the day 
since the Islamic Taliban 
regime fled Kabul after 
intense U S air attacks; 
U S forces working with 
local Afghan militia were 
engaged in at least two 
firelights with rebels since 
Operation "Mountain 

Resolve" began Friday. 

Monday, a U.S.-led patrol 
exchanged fire with six 
"enemy personnel" in 
Marzeh district of Nuristan 
province, and killed one, a 
US. military spokesman 
said, adding that three 
others escaped 

On the same day and in the 
same district, two or three 
suspected militants opened 
fire before fleeing the scene 
when close air support was 
called in by U.S soldiers. 

The operation aims to hunt 
down Islamic militants in 
the Nuristan and Kunar 


provinces in the northeast 
of the country 

,f lt's one of the most 
challenging (operations) 
that we have undertaken in 
the two years coalition 
forces have been here," 
spokesman Colonel 

Rodney Davis told 
reporters at Bagram Air 
Base, the U.S. 
headquarters just north of 
Kabul 

"The objectives of 
Mountain Resolve are to 
destroy and disrupt anti¬ 
coalition forces and deny 
sanctuary to them by 
taking control of the major 
weapons caches and 
terrorist bases" 

The northeast of 
Afghanistan is where 
renegade Afghan warlord 
and former Prime Minister 
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar is 
believed to be most active 
in undermining the central 
government of President 
Hamid Karzai and 
attacking foreign troops 

The U.S military generally 
uses the term "enemy 
personnel" to describe 
Hekmatyar, at Qaeda and 
remnants of the ousted 
Taliban, which has staged 


something of a comeback -- 
especially in its former 
strongholds in the south 

Davis said the U S military- 
would work as much as 
possible with local people 
in the Nuristan and Kunar 
provinces "to extend the 
influence of the authority of 
the central government." 

Afghan officials blame the 
U.S military for an aerial 

bombardment of a home in 

• 

Nuristan province in late 
October which killed eight 
members of the same 
family in Arsent village 
U S -led forces have yet to 
accept responsibility 

Davis said Operation 
"Mountain Resolve" 

involved the 10th Mountain 
Division Warrior Brigade, 
special forces, the air force, 
navy and marine corps as 
well as local troops 

The 11,500-strong U S.-led 
force in Afghanistan is still 
searching for al Qaeda 
leader Osama bin Laden 
and the Taliban's 
supreme leader Mullah 
Mohammad Omar. Some 
reports have suggested in 
the past that bin Laden 
may be hiding in Kunar 


also warns other nations 
against expanding their 
peacekeeping roles in 
Afghanistan Hekmatyars 


message 


comes 


Afghanistan prepares to 
mark the second 
anniversary of the 
Taleban s loss of the 
capital, Kabul, to Afghan 
and American troops. 
The period since then has 
seen continued attacks by 
Taleban and Hekmatyar 
loyalists, along with allied 
militants from the al-Qaida 
terror network. 

Vikram Parekh, an 
Afghanistan-based analyst 
for the International Crisis 
Group, says the frequency 
of such attacks is rising as 
the Taleban regroups its 
forces "1 think that what 
happened over the past year 
is that individual Taleban 
commanders bought their 
way out ' of northern 
Afghanistan, resurfaced in 
the south and began to 
reassemble," he said 

Afghan and American 
forces have a mounted a 
series of campaigns to root 
out the insurgents, with the 
most recent - Operation 


Nov 1 r~ 

WASH1NGTON (AP) - 
fhe Bush administration 
is trying to assure Afghan 
officials their country will 
not be shoved aside in the 
rush to stabilize postwar 
Iraq, even though 
Afghanistan is getting a 
much smaller share of the 
billions in reconstruction 
aid destined for the two 
countries. 

Two undersecretaries, the 
head of the U.S. aid 
agency and President 
Bush's main adviser on 
Afghanistan participated 
in an Afghan recovery 
conference Monday with 
Afghan government 

leaders at Georgetown 
University Later this 
week. Agriculture 

Secretary Ann Veneman 
I visits the Afghan capital, 
I Kabul, to meet with 
President Hamid Karzai 
I and other officials. 


Those moves came as "alarming 


American and Afghan 
' loops launched a new 
anti-terror operation in 
eastern Afghanistan, 
hoping to unravel a 
' network of insurgents 
including al-Qaida 

fighters, Taliban militia 
and forces loyal to a 
renegade warlord 

AUbao foreign minister 


^ $ lil ftrl.? mill tttti-iX tp§ 

Mountain Resolve 
launched Friday in the 
eastern provinces of Kunar 
and Nuristan 

The U.S. military said on 
Tuesday that the new 
offensive has resulted in 
two skirmishes, with one 
rebel killed in action 

In the southern province of 
Zabul, however, the deputy 
provincial governor says 
that Taleban fighters have 
taken effective control over 
several districts, despite a 
recent coalition offensive in 
the area 

While other provincial 
officials deny this claim, 
Mr. Parekh says Zabul has 
long served as a stronghold 
of Taleban power. "I think 
the situation in Zabul was 
essentially that the central 
government never really 
had direct authority over 
much of the province," he 
said. 

Mr Parekh says the central 
government has seen more 
success in provinces like 
Khost, where it has 
appointed strong local 
administrations and backed 
them with professional | 
police and military units. 1 


Abdullah, who, like many 
Afghans uses one name, 
said Monday the United 
States does not have the 
luxury of leaving 
unfinished what it started 
when it overthrew the 
Taliban government in late 
2001 . 

"Now is not the time to 
walk away from the 
reconstruction effort," 
Abdullah said "We need 
your help as the lead 
coalition partner to 
accelerate the successes we 
have achieved and build on 
them." 

Specifically, Abdullah said, 
Afghanistan needs help 
tightening security before 
elections next summer 
Karzai s government, he 
said, continues to face "a 
threat from terrorists that 
has to be eLin'inated." He 
also said a rapid increase in 
opium poppy cultivation in 
the countryside poses an 


efforts to halt production 
have been weak and 
sporadic. 

The reconstruction money 
was a part of an $87.5 
billion bill President- Bush 
signed into law last week 
to pay military and 
reconstruction costs in the 
two countries 

Iraq got $18.6 billion for 
rebuilding, but 

Afghanistan was allocated 
only $1.2 billion even 
though, as The Economist 
newsmagazine said this 
week, "Afghanistan has 
more people, more 
pressing needs and fewer 
resources of its own " 
Afghanistan has roughly 
3.5 million more people 
than Iraq with no natural 
resources to rival Iraq si 
huge oil reserves 


John B. 
undersecretary 


Taylor. 

of 


security 


challenge that, if left 
unchecked; could 

destabilize the entire 
region." 

According to a LJ.N. report, 
Afghan poppies, used to 
make opium and heroin, are 
being grown on 197,000 
acres across 28 of the 
country's 32 

nroyinces Government 


Treasury for international 
affairs, said most of the 
$1.2 billion and other 
money the U S 
government is providing 
Afghanistan will go 
toward improved security 
as the government and 
U.S -led coalition forces 
continue to battle 
remnants of the Taliban in 
the eastern part of the 
country. 
















The recent conflicts and 
fighting in Afghanistan let 
us see that there is still a 
pressing need for a stable 
security More 

prominently because of 
newly released 

constitution draft, 

upcoming Loya Jarga and 
then the elections. Even 
though, we witness the 
presence of the US led 
International Security 
Assistance Force (ISAF) 
in many parts of 
Afghanistan and along the 
Afghan borders and we 
obviously see that Afghan 
military force is helped 
and cooperated by ISAF 
and NATO in Kabul, 
Kundoz and some other 
parts of the country, the 
international community 
and Afghan people still 
fear that a distractive 
accident may happen that 
could wipe out this little 
security. 

This fear is created by 
irresponsible armed 
people who have presence 


not only in capital Kabul, 
but also in almost all of the 
provinces. Delegations 
from the United Nations 
Security Council that had 
recently been to Kabul 
expressed their deep 
concern about lack of 
security in the present time 
and also in the future 
process of the Loya Jarga. 

These armed people can 
take such a step since they 
are not agreed and fixed 
with the draft of the newly 
released constitution They 
will be unable to find all 
their privileges and 
earnings that they 
accustomed to earn by the 
power of their guns 
illegally, consequently they 
cannot bear all this and we 
cannot be optimistic about 
a stable security until these 
armed people are not 
disarmed and there is not a 
strong national army in 
Kabul and provinces. 

Having all these problems, 
holding a Loya Jarga, 


approving constitution 
and having open election 
is not something possible. 
There had been some 
underground political 
activities in different 
ways by different parities 
in the past. It seems that 
the same thing is going to 
happen once more that 
creates political 

difficulties among the 
political parties. 

One thing more about the 
disarmament program 
needs to be brought up 
and that is that the armed 
people and commanders 
have many bars of 
weapons, by handing only 
one or two bars of them 
to the government there 
can still be a fear of 
insecurity during the 
process of Loya Jarga and 
elections, but it is 
astonishing that why 
those who are responsible 
for the security are not 
doing something to stop 
all these problems and 
have a stable security. I 


Nov II --About 20 
people suspected of 
having al-Qaeda links are 
being held in US custody 
in Iraq, the US military 
says. 

Lieutenant-General 
Ricardo Sanchez, 

commander of US forces 
in Iraq, said they were 
being questioned. 

US and Iraqi officials 
have said they believe 
that foreign fighters are 
behind some of the recent 
attacks against US-led 
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WASHINGTON (AFP) - 
Afghanistan's foreign 
minister has demanded 
"meaningful" help from 
Pakistan in snaring al- 
Qaeda and Taliban 
militants, as they filter 
across the mountainous 
frontier between the two 
countries 

Abdullah Abdullah 

Monday said that the two 
groups still posed a 
serious threat as 

Afghanistan heads into 

landmark general 

elections next year. 

"This threat has to be 
eliminated with the help 
of our partners — and the 
meaningful cooperation 
of Pakistan," said 

Abdullah, at a conference 


Nov 11 "’-The US 
military in Afghanistan 
has announced the start 
of a major counter¬ 
terrorist operation. 

It says it aims to flush 
out insurgents from the 
north-east of the 

country. 

In a communique 
issued on Monday from 
Bagram airbase, the US 
military revealed that 
Operation Mountain 
Resolve began last 

Friday and was still 
continuing. 

The operation is 

focusing on a region 
where many believe 
fugitive al-Qaeda leader 


Osama Bin Laden may be 
hiding. 

Beneath the snowcapped 
mountains of Nuristan and 
Kunar provinces, soldiers 
from the US 10th 
Mountain Division have 
begun a mission to destroy 
and disrupt what they call 
anti-coalition forces. 

In its statement, the US 
military said its troops had 
"air-assaulted" into the two 
remote provinces on 
Friday. 

It did not specify whether 
this was by parachute or 
by helicopter, but it said 
the aim was clear the area 
of anti-coalition forces and 


to deny them sanctuary. meaningful cooperatioi 

, ot Pakistan," sail 

-p, . , Abdullah, at a conferenci 

lus does not necessaiily t 

mean that the target was " All ft A iaa | 

al-Qaeda. Thousands ot 1 Irl 1 

US, British and othei " ■■UBftiiVllVJ \ 

international troops are™ 

cunently confronting a Afghanistan- (Reuters) - 
range ot opponents here. U S soldiers have moved 
including remnants of the ' nt0 northeastern 

Taleban Afghanistan to launch a 

new operation against 
. Islamic militants in 
ut 1 ie opeiation Nuristan and Kunar 
coincides with provinces, a military 

speculation that the spokesman said on 

approximate whereabouts Moi ™ ay ' 
of the fugitive Bin Laden Co , onel Rodney Davis 
may have been narrowed said "Operation Mountain 
down to north-eastern Resolve" had begun on 
Afghanistan. Friday with troops from 

the 10th Mountain 

rv, , . Division being dropped 

Others, though, reman, ftom the air = clear P ' the 

convinced that he is in area for a larger 

Pakistan, moving at night deployment 

in a small group close to 
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Taleban. 

But the 
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forces in Iraq In the latest 
violence, police said four 
Iraqi civilians were killed 
by a bomb in the southern 
city of Basra. 

The BBC's Peter Biles in 
Baghdad says it has long 

in n i i j ii 


been suspected that Islamic 
militants have been 
slipping into Iraq to join 
the opposition to the US- 
led occupation of the 
country. 

Most of the foreign 
fighters are said to enter 
the country from Syria and 
Iran. 

However, a number of US 
commanders have said 
they are uncertain about 
the numbers of foreign 
fighters and their role in 
the insurgency. 


on Afghan reconstruction at 
Georgetown University. 
"We believe that the people 
of Pakistan, like the 
Afghans, do not want their 
lives to be taken hostage by 
terrorists and extremists," 
said Abdullah. 

Taliban and al-Qaeda 
insurgents are believed to 
slip with ease over the 
border between 

Afghanistan and Pakistan. 
Recent reports suggest the 
Taliban, ousted by US- 
backed forces in late 2001, 

may be regrouping, and 
replenishing their ranks 
with young radical 
Muslims, tjiany from 
Pakistan. 

Fears over a rising threat 
from the Taliban have been 
fanned by a string of recent 


attacks on aid workers, 
troops and Afghan 
officials. 

US aid agencies warned 
President George W Bush 
last week that security was 
deteriorating in 

Afghanistan, following the 
killings of at least eight 
humanitarian workers in 
August and September 

Pakistan does not deny the 
presence of Taliban and al- 
Qaeda forces in border 
areas, over which the 
government in Islamabad 

has little or not directj 
control. ; 

But it says it is doing all it 
can to capture the 
militants, and wants more 
help from US and Afghan 
forces. 
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the Afghan-Pakis.an;; h e e ration purpo ^ oun J n f 

bolder. Resolve is to destroy and 

disrupt anti-coalition 
Tile US military says it forces and deny sanctuary 


will provide more 
information ' about 


to them," Davis told a 
briefing at Bagram Air 
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Base just north ot Kabul. 
Operation Mountain}He added that Afghan 

Resolve early onjforces were also involved. 

Tuesday. j *“ 


He did not specify the 
target of the latest operation 
by some 11,500 U.S.-led 
soldiers in Afghanistan. 

The Kunar and Nuristan 
region is believed to be 
where renegade warlord 
and former Prime Minister 
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar is 
most active. 

He, like the ousted Taliban 
militia, has declared a 
jihad, or holy war, against 
U.S. and other foreign 
forces on Afghan soil. 

The U.S. already have a 
base in Asadabad, close to 
the Pakistan border in 
Kunar province, that comes 
under sporadic but usually 
ineffective rocket attack. 

In September Newsweek 
magazine reported aimors 
that bin Laden might be 
hiding out in Kunar. But 
U.S. officials have 
downplayed the report, 
saying they do not even 


know whether bin Laden is 
alive or dead. 

Nuristan s police chief said 
earlier this month that 
eight members of the same 
family died in an aerial 
bombardment on Arsent 
village which Afghan 
officials assume must have 
been carried out by aircraft 
from the U.S.-led force 

Davis has neither denied 
nor confirmed that U.S.- 
led forces were 
responsible for the 
attack, although he has 
expressed regret at any 
loss of civilian lives 

In a separate incident, 
Davis said five Afghan 
civilians were injured in 
a mine blast earlier on 
Monday just one -.mile 
from Bagram Air Base. 

The injured were taken to a 
medical facility on the 
base. 
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The Largest wireless company in Afghanistan is about to get even 
bigger and better In a few weeks we will upgrade our network with 
world class GSM equipment provided by Siemens 
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